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In large-scale animal production, such as farming of mink, individuals may be handled only sporadically. This situation weakens the basis for reducing their reactivity by habituation. Nevertheless, during the production year, it is sometimes necessary to handle farm animals, for example during mating, weaning and medical treatment. Besides handling, farm animals are exposed to other social and nonsocial changes, resulting from relocations, mixing with new animals and fluctuations in feed composition. Therefore, an animal's inherent characteristics of fearfulness (i.e. its threshold level for experiencing fear) and adaptability seem important, affecting its final welfare in captivity.
Approach and avoidance are thought to reflect the fear level of an animal (Gray 1987; Oliverio & Castellano 1990; Hughes 1997) . The extent to which exploration towards a given stimulus occurs depends in part on how much it is inhibited by fear (Hughes 1997), and novelty may invoke competing states of fear and curiosity (Russell 1983) . Surveys on Danish farms show a range in variation in the fear-related reactions of mink to humans. An early study reported that on average 47.9% of 1128 mink from 22 farms reacted fearfully (Hansen & Møller 1988) , whereas this proportion was lower, 23.0%, in a recent study with 1768 mink on six farms (Hansen & Møller 2001) . In one randomly selected line of mink, the progeny of which were tested for 8 years (275-325 mink yearly in 1992-1999, in total ca. 2400 mink), a mean of 51.3% reacted fearfully (Malmkvist & Hansen 2001) . These evaluations are all based on a Stick test, where the mink's immediate reaction (approach/avoidance) to a stick presented by a human is scored in its home cage.
A long-term experiment has shown that it is possible to reduce the mink's fear level by controlled selection (Hansen 1996) . This selection experiment was initiated in 1988 at the Danish Institute of Agricultural Sciences. Today, two genetic lines of mink exist, showing a high degree of either approach (Confident line) or avoidance (Fearful line) towards humans compared with an unselected control line (Malmkvist & Hansen 2001) . The breeding lines originated from the same population of mink prior to the behavioural selection experiment and the observed behavioural changes in reaction towards humans are due to genetic selection rather than results of 
